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night rescue and you

either on or off), but when was the last time you
practiced changing modes or frequencies on
your survival radio by feel alone?

Of course, you must also listen to the brief-
ings and follow the instructions of the helicopter
crew. They'll be asking you for information con-
cerning your condition and surrounding terrain.
Based on your responses, they will modify their
tactics to expedite your recovery.

ARRS is presently in the process of further
upgrading its HH-53C NRS with the develop-
ment of PAVE LOW lll. Additional equipment in-
stalled on the HH-53C includes terrain follow-
ing/terrain avoidance radar, a doppler-inertial
navigation system, a projected map display, a
Forward Looking Infrared (FLIR) electrooptical
sensor, an improved ELF, and a hover coupler.
All of these systems are interfaced with a central
avionics computer to provide flexibility and
backup capability. Operational testing and
evaluation I1s complete on one prototype and
ARRS expects PAVE LOW lIl to be operational in
late 1979.

In the final analysis, an effective SAR mission
is a team effort between the rescue forces and
the downed aircrew. The fully operational night/
adverse weather - rescue capability provided by

PAVE LOW Il enhances our side of the equation.
However, to make the system pay off, you the
pilots and ‘gators, must do your part by knowing
your SAR procedures. Your survival depends on
it.

—
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the facts of life

SECURITY PERIMETER OF THE RAIDING PARTY

COMMAND ELEMENT OF THE TARGET

DIRECTION OF ATTACK

Attacks such as the above have two purposes:
inflict damage on the enemy. and collect in-
telligence. The collection takes the form of not-
ing the uniforms, equipment, weapons, and na-
tionality of the enemy soldiers killed in the at-
tack, and collecting letters, documents, and
assorted equipment. To do this means that a
search team has to return after the initial sweep
through the objective. It is at this point that the
POW makes his contact with the return element.
Exactly how depends on the circumstances, but
search teams will be on the lookout for POWs
even if no advance notice had been given that
they might be in the target area. In those cases
where there is an indication that POWs are be-
ing held within the objective, a special team
would be organized to search for them. Once
linked up with the raiding party, the POW must
follow their instructions to the letter. A careless
act could jeopardize the entire group.

If, for some reason, a search team does not
return within five minutes (the approximate
length of time the raiding party can remain on
the objective), and the small arms fire has died
down, the POW should realize that he is on his
own and attempt to escape from the compound.

Once the airman is in the hands of friendly
forces, there are so many possible circum-
stances that might arise that it's impossible to
cover them all. Will he stay with the unit until it
finishes its mission? Can he be exfiltrated by
helicopter? If wounded or injured, will he be
carried by the group, or left at a helicopter
extraction zone? Will Air Force Pararescue
personnel be dispatched to pick him up? There
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are no pat answers to these questions. There is
one fact to remember - an injured man who
must be carried will slow down the group.

Remember, friendly forces can operate behind
the enemy lines and will be attacking locations
where downed crewmen may be held in a
transient state. If the POW is aware of this, he
can take cover, keep quiet, stay cool, and be
ready to contact the search team when it returns
to collect intelligence or liberate POWs. Nobody
wants to think of himself as captured and look-
ing at Comrade through the barbed wire of a
POW cage. Store this little bit of knowledge in
the back of your head, and someday it might
give you your freedom and your life. =S
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interest items,
mishaps
with morals,

for the
TAC aircrewman

SUPER JOLLY'S FOLLIES

Recently, a TAC helicopter was making a
confined area approach to a designated heli-
copter landing zone (HLZ) when it sustained
damage to two main rotor blade tips. Potential
for an accident was there and, had there not
been an alert co-pilot, an accident would have
resulted.

The CH-563C was on an upgrade flight check
for the number two flight mechanic. A high and
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low recon was performed and an approach to a
hover in the center of the zone was made. The
number two flight mechanic was talking the pilot
into the HLZ from his position at the personnel
door. He then directed the pilot to the left and
down, to allow additional clearance on the right
side. As the aircraft moved to the left and down,
the co-pilot checked his 8 o'clock position and
saw the main rotor blades contacting some
small tree branches. He immediately directed
the aircraft commander to “stop down, and up
ten.” After getting clear of the trees, the aircraft
was returned to base without further difficulty.

The number one flight mechanic had been
scanning the left side, directing his attention to
clearing trees at the rear of the aircraft and did
not observe the impending tree branch strike.
He failed to scan the full area of his responsi-
bility. To complicate the situation, the trees were
bare of foliage causing the branches to blend
with the background. The co-pilot's immediate
actions prevented serious damage and possible
catastrophe from occurring.

Confined area approaches always involve a
certain amount of risk. It's a team effort which
demands strict crew discipline and coordination.
Pride ... professionalism ... whatever you want to
call it; it boils down to the same thing - doing
the job right the first time. Accept the challenge
- meet it.
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MAJOR ACFT ACCIDENTS
AIRCREW FATALITIES
TOTAL EJECTIONS
SUCCESSFUL EJECTIONS
RATE COMPARISON

TAC’s TOP '5” thru MAR

TAC FTR/RECCE TAC GAINED FTR/RECCE TAC/GAINED Other Units

4 TFW 127 TFW 16 | 182 TASG

366 TFW 20132 TFW 06 1135 TASG
(1474 TFW 156 TFG 881 507 TAIRCW

| 56 TFW S2h1 122 TEW 09 | 193 TEWG
| 33 TEW 117 TEW 1602 TAIRCW

REMOTELY PILOTED VEHICLE (RPV) ACCIDENT EXPERIENCE
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RATE/ 151
100 LAUNCHES 1973 (8.6)
54
T ARl e W S R Y s )
JAN | FEB | AR | APR [ MAY| JUN | JUL| KUG| SEP| OCT [ NOV | DEC
CUN_RATE 0.0[9.1]10.8
NO_OF ACDTS
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